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nothing to lose but their chains. They have a world to win.
Proletarians of all lands unite!'

But the proletarians did not unite. The history of socialism
is one long record of quarrel. Despite the fact that most of the
socialist leaders have been inspired with an almost religious
fervour for the cause of the proletariate, only one section, the
Russian Bolshevist Party, has been able to command agree-
ment about its first principles and on those principles to lead
an organized popular movement. The rest agree only in their
regar'd for Marx. Marx has been claimed as leader by those
who looked to the gradual and peaceful evolution of socialism
by legislative means, by those who looked to the day when the
State would become unnecessary owing to the industrial self-
government of a hierarchy of autonomous associations or unions
working for the prosperity of all, and finally by those who wish
the popular State to be the only capitalist, dividing profits
equally among all the citizens.

A short account of each of these interpretations must be
given.

Peaceful evolutionary socialism is the socialism of the Second
International, the policy of the parliamentary socialist parties
of Germany, France, and England. It accepts the philosophy
of the Liberal State. It is optimistic, intellectual, and still
relies on the post-Reformation Christian ethics. It is only
Marxian in so far as it accepts Marxian economic theory, freed
from its materialist propaganda, and looks to an economic
organization in which production will be distributed according
to the social necessity of the labour performed and not accord-
ing to the cash of the richest bidder. It only differs from the
liberal representative demo cracy whose evolution we have studied
by its emphasis on the economic problem and its determination
to put economic justice before political and even civil liberty.
But it is subject to the weakness inherent in the modern State.
It cannot reconcile the means necessary for attaining its end
with the abstract rights which are supposed to justify that end.
It has to impose an economic organization on the people and
yet that organization can only satisfy the moral demands of the